Who uses NHS libraries? Preliminary results from a survey of postgraduate medical libraries in North East Thames.
Recent changes have made Regional Deans fund-holders for postgraduate medical education. Allocations from the Dean's budget often fund NHS library infrastructure and associated costs arising from the information and study needs of junior medical staff. To provide adequate levels of stock and services for all library users requires funding from all appropriate sources. This paper describes a survey carried out in North East Thames to facilitate appropriate funding by and for user groups other than junior doctors. The wide variation in results is discussed. The survey is not seen as definitive, but as part of the beginning of the evolutionary process of allocating funds for libraries serving postgraduate medical education and other users. Further research is suggested, particularly in other Regions, to provide comparative data.